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now summoned to prayers, and the lamp was
not only again lighted, but a gilded picture of
St. George slaying the dragon was produced
from the captain's chest, and placed in the same
recess. To this, volumes of incense were offered
up, and the whole cabin was soon filled with
smoke, so that the prayers which succeeded were
alternately hastened through with all possible
rapidity, and interrupted with the coughing
produced by such suffocating clouds of per-
fume.
In spite of all this fervour of devotion, the
wind freshened again from the north-east, and
anger and disappointment taking the place of
piety and fear, the poor culprit boy was tied up
and severely flagellated; each of the crew, from
conceiving themselves more innocent, being
ready to inflict the first lash. The Moham-
medans on board were highly scandalized at so
impious and absurd a proceeding, and calmly
asked whether the winds were not in the hands
of God, who would either withhold them from
us or send them to our aid, as his mercy and
goodness saw fit ? Neither their remonstrances
nor their demands produced any reply, and the
punishment of the poor boy was continued with-
out compassion. When the rest of the crew
had each given a stripe, the man who on the
preceding day had officiated as cook came to